Nullawarre and District Primary School

POLICY: HEALTH CARE NEEDS

NOTED BY SCHOOL COUNCIL: August 2025

ENDORSED BY THE PRINCIPAL Denise Kelly — August 2025

TO BE REVIEWED: As part of the school’s four-year review cycle or when
changes occur to the Department’s “School Policy and
Advisory Guide” - August 2029

Consultation with your school council is not required for this policy as it is operational. This has
been presented to school council for noting.

PURPOSE
To ensure that Nullawarre & District Primary School provides appropriate support to students with
health care needs.

OBJECTIVE
To explain to Nullawarre & District Primary School parents, carers, staff and students the processes
and procedures in place to support students with health care needs at school.

SCOPE
This policy applies to:
o all staff, including casual relief staff and volunteers
e all students who have been diagnosed with a health care need that may require support,
monitoring or medication at school.

POLICY
This policy should be read with Nullawarre & District Primary School First Aid, Administration of
Medication, Anaphylaxis and Asthma policies.

Student health support planning

In order to provide appropriate support to students at Nullawarre & District Primary School who may
need medical care or assistance, a Student Health Support Plan will be prepared by the principal in
consultation with the student, their parents, carers and treating medical practitioners.

Student Health Support plans help our school to assist students with:

routine health care support needs, such as supervision or provision of medication

personal care support needs, such as assistance with personal hygiene, continence care,
eating and drinking, transfers and positioning, and use of health-related equipment
emergency care needs, such as predictable emergency first aid associated with asthma,
seizure or diabetes management.

Students with complex medical care needs, for example, tracheostomy care, seizure management or

tube feeding, must have a Student Health Support Plan which provides for appropriate staff to
undertake specific training to meet the student’s particular needs.
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At enrolment or when a health care need is identified, parents/carers should provide accurate
information about the student’s condition or health care needs, ideally documented by the student’s
treating medical/health care practitioner on a Medical Advice Form (or relevant equivalent).

Nullawarre & District Primary School may invite parents and carers to attend a Student Support Group
meeting to discuss the contents of a student’s Health Support Plan and assistance that the student
may need at school or during school activities.

Where necessary, Nullawarre & District Primary School may also request consent from parents and
carers to consult with a student’s medical practitioners, to assist in preparing the plan and ensure that
appropriate school staff understand the student’s needs.

Student Health Support Plans will be reviewed:

when updated information is received from the student’s medical practitioner

when the school, student or parents and carers have concerns with the support being
provided to the student

if there are changes to the support being provided to the student, or

on an annual basis.

Management of confidential medical information
Confidential medical information provided to Nullawarre & District Primary School to support a
student will be:
e recorded on the student’s file
e shared with all relevant staff so that they are able to properly support students diagnosed
with medical conditions and respond appropriately if necessary.

FURTHER INFORMATION AND RESOURCES
e School Policy and Advisory Guide:
Health Care Needs
Health Support Planning Forms
Complex Medical Care Supports
Child and Family Violence Information Sharing Schemes
Privacy and Information Sharing

Administration of Medication Policy
First Aid Policy

Anaphylaxis Policy

Asthma Policy

COMMUNICATION

This policy will be communicated to our school community in the following ways:

Distributed to all staff

Available publicly on our school’s website

Discussed at staff briefings/meetings as required

Discussed at parent information nights/sessions

Reminders in our school newsletter

Hard copy available from school administration upon request
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https://www2.education.vic.gov.au/pal/health-care-needs/policy
https://www2.education.vic.gov.au/pal/health-care-needs/resources
https://www2.education.vic.gov.au/pal/health-care-needs/guidance/complex-medical-care-supports
https://www2.education.vic.gov.au/pal/information-sharing-schemes/policy
https://www2.education.vic.gov.au/pal/privacy-information-sharing/policy

STUDENT HEALTH SUPPORT PLAN - Cover Sheet

This plan outlines haw the school will support the studsnt’s health care nesds, bazed on heslth advice received from the |
student’s medical ‘health practitioner. This form must be completed for each student with an identified health care need [not
including those with Anaphylaxis as this is done via 2n Individual Anaphylaxizs Management Plan — see Anaphylaxis)

This Plan is to be completed by the principal or nominee in collaboration with the parent/carer and student.

Schoal: Phone:

Student's mame: Date of birth:

Year level: Proposed date for review of this plan:

Parent/carer contact information (1) Farent/carer contact informiation (2] Other emergency contacts |if
parent/carer not available]

Mame: Mame: Marme:

Relationship: Relationship: Relationship:

Home phone: Home phone: Home phone:

Work phone: Work phone: Work phone:

hobile: hiaobile: Iobile:

Address: Address: Address:

hedical fHealth practitioner contact:

Gemaral Medical Sdvics Farm - for & studant with & health conditian Conditian Spaciic Medical Advice Farm — Epilepsy

Srhaal Asthma Action Plan Persamal Care Medical Advice Form - far a student who reguires suppart
for transfers and pesitianing
Conditian Spaciic Medicsl Advice Farm — Oystic Fibeasis

. . ) . . Persamal Care Medical Sdvice Form - far a student sho reguires suppart
Condition Specific Medical Advice Farm — Soquired Brain Injury

fiar oral eating and drinking

Condition Specific Medical Advice Farm — Cancer Percanal Care Madical Advice Form - far a student wha reguires suppart

Conditian Spacic Medical Advice Farm — Diabates for taileting, hygiens and menstrual health maragement

List who will receive copies of this Student Health Support Plan:
1. Student's Family 2. Other: 3. Other._

The following Student Health Support Plan has been developed with my knowledze and input

Mame of parent/carer or adult/mature minor** student: Signature: Date:

years of oge. See: Decision Making Responsibilities for Students

Marne of principal (or nomines): Signaturs: Date:

Privacy statement

The school collects personal information so &s the school can plan and support the heslth care needs of the student. Without the provision
of this information the quality of the health support provided may be affected. The information may be disclossd to relevant school staff

and approprigte medical personnel, including those engaged in providing health support as well 25 emergenoy personnel, where
appropriate, or where authorised or required by ancther law. You are able to request access to the personal information that we hold

about youyour child and to request that it be corrected. Please contact the school dirscthy or FOI Unit on 85372670.
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T HOW THE SCHOOL WILL SUPPORT THE STUDENT'S HEALTH CARE NEEDS

Student's name:

Date of birth:

Year level:

What iz the health care need identified by the student's medical/health practitionsr?

Cther kmown health conditions:

When will the student commence attending schaaol?

Detail any actions and timelines to enable attendance and any interim provisions:

Below are some guestions that may need to be considered when detailing the support that will be provided for the student’s
health care needs. These questions should be used as a puide only.

Support

What needs to be considered?

Strategy — hiow will the school support the
student's health care needs?

Person

Responsible
for ensuring
the support

Owerall Support

I5 it necessary to provide the support
during the school day?

For example, some medicztion con be taken at home
ond does not need to he brought to the school

How can the recommended support
be provided in the simplast manner,
with minimal interruption to the
education and care program?

For example, students using pehylisers can aften

legrm to use puffers ond spocers of school

‘Wwha should provide the support?

For example, the principel showld conduct o risk
gssessment for staff and osk:

Dioes the support fit with ossigned staff auties, the
scope of their position, and basic first oid treining
{see First Aid fior Students and Stoff)

Are additiong! or aifferent staffing or training
Grrangemnents required?

How can the support be provided in a
way that respects dignity, privacy,
comfort and safety and enhances

learning?

For example, detail the steps taken to ensure thot
the support provided respects the student’s

dignity, privecy, comfort and safety ond enhances
Iearming.

First Aid

Dioes the medical/health information
highlight amy individual first zid
requiremenits for the student, other
than basic first aid?

Dizcwss and agree on the indivisual first aid plan
with the porent/carer.

Ensure that there are sufficient staff troined In bosic
first aid fsee First Aid for Students and Shoff)

Ensure that all refevant school staff are informed
ghout the first aid response for the student.

Aare there additional training modules
that staff could undertake to further
support the student, such as staff
imvalved with exoursions and specfic
educational programs or activities?

Ensure that relevant stoff undertoke the ogreed
gdditional training

Ensure that there are contingency prowvisions in ploce
{wehilst owmiting the staff member to receive
trainingl, to focilitote the student’s ottendonce at
schooi.
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What needs to be considered?

Strategy — how will the school support the
student's health care needs?

Person

Responsible
for ensuring
the support

Comiplex
medical needs

Dioes the student have & complex medical
care need?

is specific training required by relevant school staff
to meet the student’s complex medical care meed?

The schooicare Progrom enabies students with
ongoing compiex medical needs to hawe their health
core requirements met safely ot school. This
program = gvailahis to students who would be
unghie to attend schoo! without the procedure being
performed by appropnotely trained stoff. Following
the referral process, ACH nurses will attend powr
school and provide speciqlist troining to nominoted
school staff.

Further information obout the Schoolcare Program

may be found in the Schoolcare Progrom Guidelines
and Referral form ot

W, edication. wic. gov.auschool/feachers,Tearnin
needs/Pagesschooloore-progrom. asps

Cizes the medical/health information
highlight 2 predictable n=ed for
additional support with daily living tasks?

Detail how the schoo! will support the student’s
personal core needs, for example in relation to nose
bipwing, washing honds, toéleting core (Including
menstrugl health monagement ond other aspects of
personal hpgiene]

Would the use of o core and fearning gian for
toileting or hygiens be approprigte?

Routine
Supervision for
health-related
safety

Dioes the student require medication to
bz administered and/or stored at the
Schgal?

Ensure that the porentycarer is gware of the school’s
palicy on medicotion manogement:

Ensure that written odvice is received, ideally from
the student’s medicolhealth proctitioner for
gppropriate starage ond odministration of the
medication — vio the Department’s Mediogtion
Authority Form.

Ensure that o medicotion log or equivaient official
medicotions register is completed by the person
odministering the toking of the medicotion.

Are there any facilities issues that nesd to
be addressed?

Ensure the school’s first gid roomysick boy and its
contents prowide the minimum requirements and
dizcwss whether other requirements can be
focilitated in this room to meet the student’s health
care needs.

Ensure the school provides necessary reasonable
odiustments to gssist o student who reguires o
wheelchair or other technicol support. Discuss
requirements ond possible modifications with the
porentycarery/student.

Dizes the student require assistance by a
visiting nurse, physiotherapist, or other
health worker?

Dwetail who the worker is, the contoct staff member
ond how, when and where they will provide suppart.

Ensure that the schoo! prowides o focility which
enabies the provision of the health senice.

wihia is responzsible for managemsnt of
health records at the school?

Ensure that information privecy principles are
ooplied when collecting, using, retaining or
digposing of persanal or health information.
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What needs to be considered?

Strategy — how will the school support the
student's health care needs?

Person

Responsible
for ensuring
the support

wihere relevant, what steps have been
put in place to support continuity and
relevance of curriculem for the student?

For example, accommodation in curricwium design
and delivery and in gssessment for o student in
transition betwesn home, hospital ond school; for o
stugdent’s grtendance (full-time, part-time or
episodicaily).

Other
considerations

Are there other considerstions relevant
for this health support plan?

For example, in relotion to behoviour, swch os special
DErmission to leave groug ootivitiss as nesoed;
plgnned, supportive peer environment,

For example, in relotion to the environment, such as
minimising fsks swuch oz olfergens or other risk
foctors.

For example, in relotion to commumication, iz there o
need to formally outline the commumication
channels between the school, family and

heaith/medica! practitioner?

For example, is there o need for planned support for
siblingspeers?
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